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Re: Modernizing the E-Rate Program (WC No. 13-184) -- Ex parte meeting 

Dear rs. Dortch: 

On June 30, 2014, Hewlett-Packard Company (HP) met with Commission staff to discuss 
E-rate reform proposals in the above-referenced docket. HP was represented by undersigned 
counsel and by Greg Herbold, HP Director, US SLED Programs, and Deborah Krabbendam, 
Esquire of Conrad O'Brien, P.C. Commission staff attending the meeting included Vickie 
Robinson, Lisa Hone, Bryan Boyle, Melanie Tiano, and Sean Conway with the Wireline 
Competition Bureau. 

This meeting was in follow up to a meeting on June 4, 2014, and covered some of the 
same general topics addressed in HP's ex parte letter filed June 6, 2014. Specifically, HP asked 
the Commission to clarify the E-rate procurement rules, consistent with HP's previously-filed 
NPRM comments and its June 6, 2014 exparte notice. As the Commission considers providing 
$2 billion in new funding for internal connections, applicants need technical expertise to assist 
them in making informed decisions and choosing cost-effective solutions that meet their 
individualized needs. HP urges the Commission to clarify the rules to allow service providers to 
work with E-rate eligible entities to assess their technology needs and provide information on 
available solutions, as part of a fair and open competitive bidding process. 

HP expressed support for Comcast's proposal, set forth in comments filed September 16, 
2013, that the Commission allow applicants the option of issuing a Request for Information 
("RFI") to solicit preliminary input from service providers before they issue a Form 470 or 
Request for Proposal. As Comcast stated: "schools will be able to use the information obtained 
through an RFI to craft a more detailed, effective RFP that is, in turn, likely to lead to more 
competitive bids for the precise services and capabilities the school needs. In other words, 
encouraging an open process that allows schools and libraries to work with vendors to mold and 
shape design plans before the formal bidding process begins will help to ensure that the most 
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efficient and cost-effective solutions ultimately are selected." See Comments filed by Comcast 
Corp., at 33, WC Docket o. 13- 184 (Sept. 16, 20 13); see also Letter filed by multi ple 
stakeholders, http://apps.fcc.gov/ecfs/document/view?id=752 l 3 l 0720 (June 12, 2014) (urging 
Commission to ' ·[m]odify the procurement rules to allow vendors to provide technical advice on 
network des ign to appli cants"). 

cc: 

Please direct any questions to the undersigned. 

Mr. Bryan Boyle 
Mr. Sean Conway 
Ms. Lisa Hone 
Ms. Vickie Robinson 
Ms. Melan ie Tiano 

Counsel to Hewlett-Packard 


